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Thisreport summarizes amendmentsto Mexico's Federal Law for Animal Health
which Mexico published on June 12, 2000, and their likely impact on U.S. exporters.
Theprimary impact isthat all meat safety inspections done in facilities now located in
the United States must be moved to Mexico. The U.S. facilities can keep working for
the next 12 monthsif they comply with the requirements discussed within thisreport.
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Introduction: This report summarizes the amendments to Mexico's Federa Law of Animd Hedth the
Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, and Rurd Development (SAGAR) published in Mexico's“Diario
Oficial” (Federd Register) on June 12, 2000.

Disclaimer: Thissummary is based on acursory review of the subject announcement and therefore
should not, under any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or
of itsimplications for U.S. agriculturd export trade interests. In the event of adiscrepancy or
discrepancies between this summary and the complete regulation or announcement as published in
Spanish, the latter shdl prevail.

FASMexico's Executive Summary: The man issue contained in these amendments is thet dl
verification and ingpection points will have to be located in Mexico unless they can meet the rather
stringent requirements listed below, in which case they will be dlowed to operate for another twelve
months. However, after that period al ingpections of imported megt and poultry currently done by
SAGAR personne on U.S. soil will have to be donein Mexico. The requirements to continuing
operating during the twelve month grace period are asfollows:

- gpace for maneuvering at least 40 trucks

- flooring with gravel asphdt or equivaent.

- bay for at least 8 trucks, meaning 8 doors for smultaneous reception

- refrigerated bay with refrigerated transference aides at temperature of 4 degrees Celsius.
- minimum refrigeration storage capacity of 250 cubic meters

- minimum storage capacity of 300 cubic meters

According to private sector sources only few facilities currently operating on the U.S. sde meet the
abovelised requirements. So far, thereis no infrastructure built in Mexico to perform these
ingpections and it is uncertain whether SAGAR has the budget to build the facilities. Although no
product has been detained as of this date, meetings are being held with Mexican authorities to find out
more about thisissue.

Title: Amendments to the Federa Law of Anima Hedlth

Type of Regulation: Find

I mportant Dates

1. Publication Date: June 12, 2000
2. Effective Date; June 13, 2000

Products Affected: All Meet products

Agency in Charge: Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock and Rurdl Devel opment
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Additional Information:

The law amended severd of the definitions and added new ones. The significant differences lieswith
the changing of the verification and inspection pointsto Mexico. The law gives no dternative but to do
the inspection for imported meets in Mexican territory, even though there are presently no facilitiesin
Mexico.

On December 3, 1999 SAGAR published a proposed regulation (PROY -NOM-058 ZO0O-1999)
which established the specifications for ingtalation and operation of anima hedlth verification points.
The U.S. sent comments on this rule that dill envisoned verification pointsin foreign territory. Mexico,
however, has not published any commentsyet. (See report MX9168)

For Morelnformation:
Fax: 011-52-5-208-2115
Email: AgMexico@fas.usdagov

Internet Connections
FASMexico Web Ste: We are avallable at http://www.atomexico.gob.mx or visit our headquarter's
home page at http://Aww.fas.usda.gov for a complete selection of FAS worldwide agricultura

reporting.

Useful Mexican Web Stes: Mexico's equivdent of the Department of Agriculture (SAGAR) can be
found at www.sagar.gob.mx and Mexico's equivaent of the Department of Commerce (SECOFI) can
be found at www.secofi.gob.mx These web sites are mentioned for the readers convenience but
USDA does NOT in any way endorse, guarantee the accuracy of, or necessarily concur with the
information contained on the mentioned Stes
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